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The tabulations contained in this Summary are compilations based on Market News res
ports issued by the Fruit and Vegetable Branch, Production and Marketing Administra-
tion, United States Department of Agriculture. Reports on Celery were issued at
Benton Harbor, Michigan from August 11, through October 31, 1947,

PRODUCTION: National Situation

Production of celery in the United States wgs estimated by the Crop Reporting Board
Washington, D. C., at 20,094,000 crates ?% crates of approximately 65«lbs per crate
as of December 1, 1947. This was a 14% decrease from tﬁe 1946 crop of 23,%29,000
crates and 16% over the 1Q~year (1936-45) average of 16,963,000 crates. In the sum-
mer group of States, Indiana, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio and Oregon, a de-
cline of over four million crates was noted. No state showed any inreases in pro-
duction. Indiana has shown no volume large enough to record for the past three
years. In all the early fall group States declines in production were recorded and
the 1947 crop was 1,700,000 crates below the 1946 crop and slightly below normal for
the 10-year period 1936-45.

Total celery acreage in the United States was 42,690 acres as compared to 48,250
acres for 1946 and a l0-year average of 40,370 acres. Yield per acre was placed
471 crates in 1947, with 1946 yield 484 crates and the 1l0-year average 420 crates
per acre.

PRODUCTION: Michigan Situation

As of December 1, 1947, the Crop Reporting Board, Washington, D. C., estimated the
1947 Michigan summer celery crop at 950,000 crates as compared to the 1,050,000
crates produced in 1946 and the 10-year (1936-45) average of 971,000 crates. The
estimates for the fall crop was 1,720,000 crates as compared to 2,162,000 in 1946
and the 10-year average of 1,708,000 crates.

In 1947 the fall crop yield was 400 crates per acre from 4,300 acres planted as com-
pared to 460 crates from 4,700 acres in 1946 and a 10-year yield of 390 crates per
acre from 4,340 acres planted.
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otal for fresh market and processing.
4/ Note that the 10-year average figures ("group" and "all States") are the averages of the yearly
totals, not the sum of the State or group averages.
5/ Equivalent ono-half size crates (approximately 65 pounds).
o/ Includes somc quantities not harvested and excluded in computing values Winter, Florida77,000
crates in 1946; Spring, Florida-7:,000 in 1946, early fall, New York-268,000, Coloradow86,000,
Utah-208,000 and .ash1n§tonn95,000 in 1946,
7/ Winter: Arizonn 1915, first year of estinate,

MATURITY AND HARVESTING: Michigan

feather was not entirelyfavorable during the 1917 growing season for either the summer or the
early fall crop. Hot, dry weathcr during the summcr retarded progress of the celery. During
late July and early dugust rains and hot, humid weather promoted light, In sonc sections this
was rather serious. Frost was reported in late September and some fields were domaged. It was
hoped that with the warm, open days of October frost damage would be recduced but continued 1ight
frosts during nights did further danage and somc stock was not harvested,

Size was not up to standard for the 1947 crop and many dealers who shigped hearts reported heavy
trinning and grading necessory to pack good lity. Blight also developed in some stornge stock
which had apparently been free of blight at fine of storage.

MARKETINGS Michigan

Demand for celery during 19:7 was sonewhat improved over the 1946 deal, While f. o. b. values

were sonewhat higher than last year many com faints were reported again this season by the buying

trade because of poor grading and packing. gwers wore looking for quality and size and these
Continued on Page 2.
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requirenents posed some problems to marketing the crops The lighter in all sections of the
country was reflected, however, in the higher f. o. b. 'pricqs a.gld!. mov:mrggt for the season as a
whole was on a fairly orderly basis. - - . Tl

Truck receipts. of velery over the Benton Harbor Cash Market totaled seven earlot equivalents
during the 1947 season as compared to fourteen carlots in'1948 and eleven carlot equivalents -

in 1945, Prac¢tically all offerings were in dozen buches and met with moderate demand throughout
nost gf the Cash Market season. ‘cighted average price per dogen bunches was 77¢ as compared to
the 34/ weighted avcrage in 1946 and ©5¢ average in 1945.
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SHIPMENTS: . Rail and Truck

Rail shipments of Michigan celer§ during the 1947 season totaled 586 cars as cozngared to 951 cars
in 1946 and 1268 cars in 1945. No actual figures are available on truck movenent from the State -
during the past season. ' However, severdl sources report that truck novement to nearby markets
were v_ezyvhe_avg. Also many shinpers moved celery to distant points by truck, especially to the
South and Southeastrn points, gone nenbers of the trade have estinmated the truck rovenent ta
be alnost double the rail ‘shipments while other estinates are loweér,’ : : o

A tabulation of carlot shipments of Michigan Celery fron August 11 through October 31,:indicates -
cars were billed to 52 cities in 23 States and the District of Columbias Doestinntions were unire=

gorted prior to August 11 and ofter October 31. Elsewhcre in this Sumnary a table of destina-
ions by cities and States is included for thosc who wish to nake a further study of distribution,
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1947 Season

IMPORTANT MARKETS

Note: Prices quoted nre on the basis of genecrally good merchantable quality stock, variety and

- — — t¥pe of containgrs as_indicated. _
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PRIVARY IESTINATICNS OF MICHIGAN CARLOT Y_SHIPMENTS
_____ — _ _ Destinations are_fron augusbh 11, 1947 through Ockober 21, 1947 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
State & City. _ _ _ _ _ Carss: State & City _ _ _ _ _ Carss State & City _ _ __ _ _ __ _ Cors_
ALABAL, MISSOURI TISCONSIN
ﬁzig%ngham }1 Iégnsis City % Appleton 4
obile : . Louis Appleton Junction 8
TOTAL 5 TOTAL 8 Pero 3
Duck Creek 2
CONNECTICUT NE.] JERSEY Green Bay 69
Hartford 1 Jersey City 1 Manitowoc 1
New Haven 4 Milwaukee 1
TOTAL NET YORK TOTAL 88
Albany 1
DISTRICT CF COLUMBIA Buffalo 7
Washington % New York 3  SUMMLRY BY STATES
TOTAL 11
FLORIm . Alabara 5
Jacksonville 2 NORTH CAROLINA Connecticut 2
Miami & Charlotte 2  District of Colurbia 4
Tampa, —L  Turhen 3  Florida 7
TOTAL 7 Raleigh L Georgia 11
TCTL €  Illinois 36
GEORGIA Indiana 1
Atlanta 10 oHIO Kentucky 3
Thonasville -1 Cincinnati 3 Louisinna 28
TOTAL 11 Colunbus 1 Marylond 2
. Toledo 3  Massachusctts 3
ILLINCIS Youngstown 1 Michignn 16
Chicago 36 TOTiL 8 Minncsota 1
B Missouri 8
INDIANA PENNSYLVANIA New Jerscy 1
Terre Haoute 1 Philadelphia 9  New York 11
Pittsburgh 2 North Carolima 6
KENTUCKY TCTAL 11  Ohio 8
Lexington 3 Pennsylvania 11
SOUTH CARCLINA South Carolina 2
LOUISIANA Colurbia 2  Tennessce 10
New Orleans 28 Texas 13
. TEIYESSEE Virginia 22
MARYLAND Mernhis 8 ‘isconsin 88
Baltinore 2 N %ggvi 1le -i% TOTAL 303%
)T Unreported railroads
MASSACFUSETTS ) Urreboited vaios to dugust 11 208
Boston 3 TEXS Unreported aféer Qotober 31 50
Irllas 11 TOTAL 596
I ICHIGAN Ft. Worth 1
Patdle Creck 1  Son Antonio -5
Detroit 4 ) 18
%ran\d,gapids 1%) T
pomi VIRGIVIL e e e e e - - -
shpenipg 16 Ffolk 10
Richhond 10
MINNESOTA Roaridke 2
Minneapolis 1_TOML P e
Released: Renton Harbor, Michigan g
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